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« 4 per 1000 Initiative: Soils for Food Security and Climate » 
 

Document Consortium 5-4 
 

5th Meeting of the Consortium 

Wednesday 11 December 2019 

15:30 to 18:30 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food – Madrid (Spain) 
 

Partial renewal of the STC at the end of its 8th meeting 
(9 & 10 December 2019 – Madrid - Spain) 

 

The declaration of intent to create a “4 per 1000” Initiative Consortium that establishes the 
governance of the Initiative contains the following articles that refer to the Scientific and 
Technical Committee. 

These articles are: 

Scientific and Technical Committee (hereinafter referred to the “STC”) 

37. The STC shall provide scientific and technical support to Consortium members. 

38. Specifically, the STC shall be able to: 

• propose to Consortium members, on the basis of the orientations defined by the 
Consortium, a set of reference criteria for the evaluation of projects and actions 
founded on the principles and goals of the Initiative as defined in the Paris 
Declaration, as well as on the Sustainable Development Goals; 

• formulate opinions and advice on projects, actions and programs at the request of 
the Secretariat; 

• formulate proposals for the orientations of the international scientific research and 
cooperation program and for any horizontal issue submitted by the Secretariat; 

• make contributions to the resource center in conjunction with the Secretariat and, 
when asked to do so by the Secretariat, validate the posting of documents on line. 

39. The Committee shall comprise no more than 14 scientists, all to be internationally 
acclaimed for their scientific or technical competence on topics relevant to the 4 per 1000 
Initiative. STC members shall notably be competent in the following disciplines: soil 
sciences, the carbon and organic matter cycle, agronomics, livestock farming, forestry, 
economics, political sciences and sociology, with the following areas of application: 
adaptation to climate change, food security and sustainable development in its various 
economic, social and environmental aspects. The composition of the STC shall assign a 
significant role to expertise in the field. It shall be balanced between the world’s various 
regions and shall ensure male female parity. STC members shall be appointed for a two-
year term renewable no more than twice by decision of the Consortium in response to a 
proposal from the Secretariat, following consultation of the college of research and 
educational bodies. 

40. The STC shall carry out its assigned tasks by means of physical and virtual meetings with 
support from the Secretariat. The members of the STC may appoint from among their 
number an STC chair and deputy chair. The STC chair and deputy chair may take part in 
Consortium and Forum meetings. 

41. Statements of interests shall be made by the members of the Consortium and filed with 
the Secretariat. They shall be updated at least once yearly. 
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42. The STC may consult as and when necessary any expert or actor it considers relevant to 
its proceedings. 

Consortium, Forum and STC bylaws 

43. Bylaws may lay down the rules for the operation of the Consortium, the Forum and the 
STC. They shall be adopted by the members of the Consortium in response to a proposal 
from the Secretariat, after consultation of the relevant body. 

At its first meeting in Marrakech on November 17th 2016, the Consortium proceeded to the 
nomination of the 14 members of the STC on the proposal of the Executive Secretariat following 
a selection process led by a Committee of international experts specially constituted for this 
effect, on the basis of an open call for applications. 

The following experts were nominated intuitu personnae for a 2-year term. 

- Dr. AMIRASLANI Farshad – Socio-eco natural resource management (Iran) 
- Professor CHENU Claire – Soil scientist – soil organic matter (France) 
- Dr. GARCIA CARDENAS Magali – Agroclimatology (Bolivia) 
- Dr. KAONGA Martin – Agroforestry carbon biogeochemistry (Zambia) 
- Dr. KOUTIKA Lydie-Stella – Soil scientist – soil organic matter (Rep of Congo) 
- Dr. LADHA Jagdish – Soil fertility and plant nutrition (India) 
- Dr. MADARI Beata – Soil scientist – C and N cycling (Brazil) 
- Dr. RUMPEL Cornelia – Forester – terrestrial organic matter (Germany) 
- Dr. SHIRATO Yasuhito – Agricultural and soil scientist (Japan) 
- Professor SMITH Pete – Soils and global change (United Kingdom) 
- Professor SOUDI Brahim – Agronomist – soil science (Morocco) 
- Dr. SOUSSANA Jean-François – Plant physiologist (France) 
- Dr. WHITEHEAD David – Crop physiologist – forestry (New Zealand)  
- Dr. WOLLENBERG Lini – Natural resource management (USA) 

During this first two-year term, the members of the Scientific and Technical Committee met 6 
times (Marrakech November 2016, Rome March 2017, Montpellier June 2017, Bonn November 
2017, Madrid June 2018, and Katowice December 2018). 

The Scientific and Technical Committee was dynamic and produced the deliverables that were 
expected of it. The atmosphere is relaxed but extremely serious, not only during "physical" 
meetings, but also during "virtual" meetings in videoconference. 

The team thus formed was fully operational, and with the exception of one case, it expressed 
its readiness to continue its work for an additional period of one year. 

The "Terms of Reference" of the STC elaborated by the STC and validated by the Consortium 
states that: 

The nomination of new members is performed by the Consortium on proposal made by 
the Executive Secretariat and led by the Executive Secretariat. 

The members of the STC are appointed for 2 years as standard. Members can be re-
appointed for a two years mandate with a maximum of 3 mandates by decision of the 
members of the Consortium. 

If a member of the STC should leave before completion of their term, the Executive 
Secretariat will set up a new nomination. 

Membership renewal 

The renewal of the STC membership will be performed every two years by third of the 
STC. On a period of 6 years, the renewal of the STC will be complete. 
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At the end of the first mandate, it was decided by the Consortium to: 

- exceptionally extend by one year the duration of the first mandate of the members of 
the Scientific and Technical Committee, to three years (until the end of 2020); 

- replace Professor Pete SMITH who wished to retire at the end of his two-year term of 
mandate with Dr. Beverley HENRY, an Australian national. 

- organize the replacement of 3-4 volunteer members of the STC at the 5th Consortium 
meeting in December 2019 and entrust the newly created Bureau with the task of 
selecting and proposing appointments of new STC members to the Consortium. 

In this context, the Executive Secretariat issued a call for applications on 15 July 2019 for a 
period of 2 months (closing date 15 September 2019) via the Initiative's website 
(https://www.4p1000.org/news), as well as with the partners of the college "Research and 
Teaching Institutions".  

The Call and application form could be consulted and downloaded at the following address: 

https://www.4p1000.org/sites/default/files/francais/4_per_1000_call_for_application_stc_re
newal_v1_-_2019.pdf  

The outgoing members of STC are as follows: 

- Dr. KAONGA Martin – Agroforestry carbon biogeochemistry (Zambia) 
- Dr. GARCIA CARDENAS Magali – Agroclimatology (Bolivia) 
- Dr. WHITEHEAD David – Crop physiologist – forestry (New Zealand) 
- Professor SOUDI Brahim – Agronomist – soil science (Morocco) 

Consequently, in order to respect the current geographical balance, 3 new members will have 
to come possibly from the African continent (2) and the Latin American continent (1), the origin 
of the fourth member being less restricted, because at the end of 2018 an Australian (Dr. 
Beverley HENRY) took the place of a British (Prof. Pete SMITH). To maintain the gender balance, 
a maximum of 3 new members could be men. 

In addition, the STC wished to amend the description of the desired profiles for new members 
as follows: 

- Applicants must be internationally recognized as high-level scientific and technical 
experts in fields directly related to the societal challenges of the "4 per 1000" initiative.  

- Preference will be given to candidates with related experience in economics and social 
sciences.  

- Emphasis is placed on the interest of candidates with experience in policy and legal 
frameworks and/or interaction with practitioners, and the transformation of land use 
systems.  

During its meeting on September 9th, 2019, The Bureau decided on the following selection 
procedure before proposing for validation of the list of new STC members to the Consortium in 
December 2019: 

- Establishment of a complete list of applications received for which the file is admissible 
(completeness of the file); 

- Elaboration of a general table containing all admissible applications, and mentioning all 
the information in summary form (civil status information, scientific competences, 
geographical competences, and elements constituting the file); 

https://www.4p1000.org/news
https://www.4p1000.org/news
https://www.4p1000.org/sites/default/files/francais/4_per_1000_call_for_application_stc_renewal_v1_-_2019.pdf
https://www.4p1000.org/sites/default/files/francais/4_per_1000_call_for_application_stc_renewal_v1_-_2019.pdf
https://www.4p1000.org/sites/default/files/francais/4_per_1000_call_for_application_stc_renewal_v1_-_2019.pdf
https://www.4p1000.org/sites/default/files/francais/4_per_1000_call_for_application_stc_renewal_v1_-_2019.pdf
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- Establishment of a short list of applications with the help of an ad hoc selection 
committee set up for the occasion upon proposal of names by the members of the 
Bureau; 

- Discussion within the Bureau on the choice of 4 candidates to be proposed to the 
Consortium for nomination, upon proposal by the Ad hoc selection Committee. 

According to the decision of the Bureau to create an Ad hoc selection Committee, each 
member of the Bureau communicated to the Executive Secretariat before September 30th, 
proposition of scientists’ name for the constitution of this committee. The final composition 
depending on the availability of the proposed persons and the vote by the Bureau is the 
following: 

- Dr. Axel DON, Scientist & Deputy Director of the Thuenen Institute 
- Dr. Robert ZOUGMORE, Regional Program Leader ICRISAT - CCAFS 
- Dr. Abigail FALLOT, Environmental & Development Economics - Cirad 
- Dr. Yacine BADIANE NDOUR, Soil scientist – FAO (Dakar) 

The Executive Secretariat contacted them all who accepted to be in the Ad Hoc Selection 
Committee and each of them provided a ranking of all received applications. 

A synthesis of all ranking was discussed among the members of the Ad hoc Selection Committee, 
and a list of 4 candidates was transmitted to the Bureau for validation. An electronic 
consultation of the Bureau members led to the validation of the following list that is now 
proposed to the Consortium of Members for nomination of those 4 new members of the 
Scientific and Technical Committee. The CVs are in appendix of this document. 
 

MINASNY Budiman Professor Australia Male 

SALL Saïdou Nourou Professor Senegal Male 

OLALEYE Adesola Olutayo Professor Canada - Nigeria Male 

ABRAMOFF Rose Dr USA Female 

It has to be noted that this list respects the gender balance issue, and partially the geographical 
balance issue, but no candidature from Latin America was received by the Executive Secretary. 

-------------- 

For Decision of the Consortium of members 

It is proposed to the Consortium of Members to nominate the following scientists as members 
of the Scientific and Technical Committee from December 11th 2019, for a two year term: 

- Prof. MINASNY Budiman from Australia, Professor in Soil-Landscape Modelling at the 
Sydney Institute of Agriculture (University of Sydney - Australia); 

- Prof. SALL Saïdou Nourou from Senegal, Associate Professor Soil Biochemistry at the 
UFR Agronomic Sciences, Aquaculture et Food Technologies (UFR S2ATA) (University 
Gaston Berger Saint-Louis – Senegal) 

- Prof. OLALEYE Adesola Olutayo from Canada and Nigeria, Professor Soil Science, 
Natural Resources & Environmental Management at the Faculty of Agriculture 
(University of Eswatini - Eswatini [Swaziland]). 

- Dr. ABRAMOFF Rose from USA, Postdoc in soil sciences and carbon cycling at Pierre 
Simon Laplace Institute - Climate Sciences and Environment Laboratory (France) 

After nomination, those new STC members will participate to the 9th meeting of the STC to be 
organized in June 2020. 
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Followed 11 pages of publications, book chapters, etc… 
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